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Read  at  the  General  Meeting  on  the  llnd  June ,  1885. 


IN  presenting  the  first  Annual  Report  of  the  Society,  the  Council  cannot 
but  congratulate  the  Members  most  heartily,  upon  the  success  which 
has  attended  the  scheme.  The  names  of  more  than  200  Subscribers  were 
received  within  a  very  short  period  of  the  establishment  of  the  Society,  and, 
with  this  support  continued,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  ultimate 
completion  of  the  primary  object — to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  historical 
student  a  good  and  reliable  working  edition  of  the  Pipe  Rolls  of  the  reign  of 
King  Henry  the  Second. 

A  General  Meeting  should,  in  strict  accordance  with  the  Society’s 
Rules,  have  been  held  last  year,  but  the  Council  deemed  it  inexpedient  to 
hold  one  until  the  difficulties  attending  the  production  of  the  earliest 
volumes  had  been  overcome,  and  a  clear  view  could  be  obtained  of  future 
operations.  Fortunately  the  starting  delay  was  much  reduced  by  the 
opportune  discovery,  in  an  antiquary’s  library,  of  excellent  transcripts  of  the 
Rolls  of  the  5th,  6th,  7th,  and  part  of  the  8th  years  of  Henry  the  Second’s 
reign.  These  transcripts  were  promptly  secured  at  a  very  reasonable  cost, 
and  thus  much  loss  of  time  in  making  a  beginning  was  saved.  The  difficulty 
with  respect  to  the  record  fount  was  also  met  by  the  enterprise  of  the 
Society’s  printers,  Messrs.  Wyman  &  Sons,  who,  by  the  courtesy  of 
Messrs.  Spottiswoode  &  Co.,  were  able  to  obtain  an  entirely  new  fount, 
precisely  similar  to  the  one  used  in  the  publications  of  the  late  Record 
Commission,  whose  plan,  as  stated  in  the  Prospectus,  the  Society  intends 
to  follow  as  closely  as  possible. 

Of  course,  with  the  opening  volume  the  difficulties  attending  the  printing 
of  the  abbreviated  MS.  were  very  great,  but  in  the  second  volume  these  were 
much  lessened,  and  in  the  future  no  difficulty  is  apprehended  on  this  score ; 
the  labours  of  the.  editors  and  the  cost  of  printing  will  thus  be  considerably 
diminished.  \ 

The  “  Key  ”  to  the  Pipe  Rolls  which  was  alluded  to  in  the  Prospectus 
has  developed  into  a  General  Introduction  to  those  documents,  and  this 
advance  upon  the  original  plan  has  much  retarded  the  production  of  the 
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volume.  It  is,  however,  confidently  anticipated  that  the  digest  of  the 
system  of  the  Exchequer,  which  Mr.  Hubert  Hall  kindly  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Society,  will  prove  of  great  service  to  those  who  have  had  no 
opportunity  of  studying  this  subject;  the  Glossary  also  will,  "doubtless,  be  of 
use  to  inquirers  whose  libraries  do  not  contain  bulky  Law  Dictionaries  and 
cognate  works  of  reference. 

The  Society’s  publications  for  its  first  year,  1883-4,  consist  of  three 
volumes  : — 


I.  The  Pipe  Roll  of  the  Fifth  year  of  King  Henry  II.,  A.D.  1158-59  (9  rotulets). 

II.  The  Pipe  Roll  of  the  Sixth  year  of  King  Henry  II.,  A.D.  1159-60  (7  rotulets). 

III.  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  the  Pipe  Rolls. 

The  publications  for  the  second  year,  1884-85,  will  consist  of  two 
volumes : — 

IY.  The  Pipe  Roll  of  the  Seventh  year  of  King  Henry  II.,  A.D.  1160-61  (9  rotulets). 

Y.  The  Pipe  Roll  of  the  Eighth  year  of  King  Henry  II.,  A.D.  1161-62  (7  rotulets). 

If  funds  are  available,  Yol.  YI.  maybe  issued  for  1884-5. 

A  list  of  the  remaining  unprinted  Holls  will  then  be  as  follows,  it  being 
noticeable  that  from  the  9th  year  of  Henry  II.  the  editorial  work  will  be 
heavier,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  reading  the  proofs  of  the  Pipe  Polls  with 
the  Chancellor’s  antigraphs  : 


PIPE  ROLLS. 


No. 
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#  These  fifteen  Rolls  were  received 
from  the  British  Museum  in  July,  1862. 


From  the  preceding  list,  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  principal 
portion  of  the  scheme  to  be  accomplished  by  the  Society  may  be.  gained. 
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It  should,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  amount  of  matter  contained 
in  these  Rolls  cannot  be  accurately  gauged  by  the  number  of  rotulets, 
inasmuch  as  some  rotulets  contain  a  great  deal  more  writing  than  is  found 
upon  others. 

With  the  Roll  for  the  13th  year  of  Henry  II.  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  number  of  the  names  of  persons  mentioned  is  observable,  particularly 
under  the  heading  Nova  Placita  et  Conventiones ;  and  from  this  period  the 
documents  increase  yearly  in  interest  and  importance. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  the  Council  have  to  announce  that,  in 
compliance  with  a  unanimous  desire  expressed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society, 
on  the  1st  of  May  last,  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  W.  Baliol  Brett,  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  has  kindly  consented  to  become  the  Patron;  and  as  Sir  William 
Hardy,  Deputy- Keeper  of  the  Public  Records,  is  already  one  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents,  the  Society  has  thus  obtained  the  support  and  approval  of  the 
two  highest  officials  connected  with  the-  National  Archives. 

Societies  of  this  nature  must,  however,  always  rely  mainly  for  per¬ 
manent  support  upon  the  subscriptions  of  Home  and  Foreign  Libraries, 
and  other  public  institutions.  It  is,  therefore,  gratifying  to  find  that  so 
many  have  already  come  forward  to  assist  in  ensuring  the  present  and 
prospective  success  of  the  Society’s  scheme.  The  public  institutions  that 
have  become  Subscribers  are  the  following  : — 


Advocates’  Library,  Edinburgh. 
Bedford  Literary  and  Scientific  In¬ 
stitution. 

Birmingham  Free  Library. 

Bodleian  Library,  Oxford. 

Boston  Athenaeum,  U.S.A.  . 

Boston  Public  Library,  U.S.A. 
Carlisle,  Corporation  of. 

Chetham’s  Library,  Manchester. 
Copenhagen,  Royal  Library  of. 
Corporation  of  London. 

Dean  and  Chapter  of  Canterbury. 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Durham. 

Dean  and  Chapter  of  York. 

Exeter  College,  Oxford. 

Gottingen  University. 

Gray’s  Inn,  the  Honourable  Society 
of. 

Harvard  University,  U.S.A. 

Hull  Subscription  Library. 

Inner  Temple,  the  Honourable 
Society  of  the! 

Kent  Archaeological  Society. 


King’s  Inns,  Dublin,  the  Honourable 
Society  of  the. 

Liverpool  Free  Public  Library. 
London  Library. 

Middle  Temple,  the  Honourable 
Society  of  the. 

National  Library  of  Ireland. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Library. 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical 
Society,  Boston,  U.S.A. 

Nottingham  Free  Public  Library. 
Owens  College,  Manchester. 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  U.S.A. 
Public  Record  Office  Library. 

Royal  Irish  Academy,  Dublin. 

Salt  Library,  Stafford. 

San  Francisco  Public  Free  Library. 
Society  of  Antiquaries  of  London. 
Somersetshire  Archaeological  Society. 
Stockholm,  Royal  Library  of. 
Strassburg  University. 

Warrington  Museum. 

Yorkshire  Archaeological  and  Topo¬ 
graphical  Association. 


Among  the  losses  which  the  Council  have  sustained  during  the  first  year 
of  the  Society’s  existence  is  one  which  cannot  be  passed  over  in  silence.  A 
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very  early  supporter  of  the  Society  was  Mr.  J.  J.  Bond,  an  Assistant 
Keeper  of  the  Public  Records,  who  died  in  December,  1883.  His  urbane 
manner,  and  the  kindly  help  he  was  ever  ready  to  afford  those  seeking  the 
benefit  of  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  all  classes  of  the  National 
Records,  will  be  long  remembered  by  a  wide  circle  of  literary  and  legal 
inquirers.  Mr.  W.  J.  Hardy,  E.S.A.,  has  been  elected  to  fill  this  vacancy 
in  the  Council. 

The  annexed  Report  of  the  Auditors  shows  the  state  of  the  Society’s 
funds. 

By  order  of  the  Council, 

JAMES  G REE NST BEET, 

Honoranj  Secretary. 


REPOET  OF  THE  AUDITORS. 
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June  18^,  1885.  Examined  and  found  correct  .. 


.  RULES. 


# 

I.  — The  Society  shall  be  called  “The  Pipe  Roll  Society.” 

II.  — It  shall  have  for  its  primary  object  the  publication  of  the  Pipe 
Rolls  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second ;  but  all  National  Manuscripts  of 
a  date  prior  to  the  year  a.d.  1200  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  order  of  their 
importance. 

III.  — The  Governing  Body  shall  consist  of  a  President,  two  Vice- 
Presidents,  and  a  Committee  of  at  least  Twenty  Members  (with  power  to 
add  to  their  number);  and  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  be  ex  officio 
Members  of  the  Committee.  Three  Members  shall  form  a  quorum.  In  case 
of  equality  of  votes,  the  Chairman  shall  have  a  casting  vote. 

IV.  — The  Annual  Subscription  shall  be  One  Guinea,  payable  in  advance, 
and  due  on  the  1st  of  June  in  each  year. 

V.  — No  work  shall  be  supplied  to  any  3 [ember  unless  his  Subscription 
for  the  year  has  been  paid. 

VI.  — An  Annual  General  Meeting  shall  be  held,  at  which  the  Accounts 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  Society  shall  be  presented,  and  the 
same  shall  be  printed  and  issued  to  the  Members,  together  with  a  Report  of 
the  work  done  and  in  progress. 

VII.  — At  the  General  Meeting  it  shall  be  open  to  any  Member  of  the 
Society  to  nominate  another  Member  to  be  placed  on  the  Committee,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Committee  for  the  time  being ;  but  at  least  one 
month’s  notice  of  such  intention  shall  be  given  in  writing  to  the  Secretary. 
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